
The ACT 
and You!

Understanding your ACT Score Report 
and its implications



Planning for College

● UNC system minimum admissions requirements: 
● 2.5 weighted GPA, 
● 880 minimum SAT (Reading and Math),
● 17 minimum ACT composite,
● Two successive levels of foreign language,
● Math beyond Math III



Understanding ACT Score Reports
Reminders:

● When taking a standardized test, you must use your full legal name. 
Nicknames and/or misspellings may mark your test results invalid. 
○ It should match your name on PowerSchool

● The PreACT showed you a predicted ACT range, and provided information 
about your strengths and areas for improvement



Your Predicted ACT Score Range



Understanding ACT Score Reports
Reminders:

● When you register for an ACT test date, you can select up to four institutions to 
which the ACT will send your scores. You must pay for additional score reports 
after the test date.  

● You receive a copy of your scores to the address listed on your registration.

● Student Services receives a copy of your score report for each test you take. 



Your ACT Score Report
College & 
Career 
Readiness 
Benchmarks -  
represent the 
level of 
achievement 
required for 
students to have 
the best 
academic 
experience at 
the college level.  
Your scores are in 
green and blue.

Composite 
Score - the 
average of all 
subject areas 
(Math, Science, 
English, 
Reading) 



Your ACT Score Report

      Math
+ Science

    STEM ...               

    English
+ Reading
+ Writing

      ELA   ...               



Your ACT Score Report

     Immediately under your 
Composite Scores are your 
US and North Carolina ranks.

     At the bottom of the page 
is a detailed breakdown of 
subtopics within each of the 
five test sections. Use this 
information to focus your 
study plan for future 
ACT/SAT tests. 



Other Information 

     If you chose to send your score report to institutions, they are 
list on the second page of your report. Recipients will receive an 
electronic copy of your scores. If you would like to send 
additional score reports for a cost.

Retesting with the ACT?   



Should I Retest?
Consider retesting if one or more of the following applies to you:

● Do you feel that your scores should be higher than those received?
● Did you have any problems during the tests, like misunderstanding the directions 

or feeling ill?
● Have you taken more coursework or an intensive review in the areas covered?
● Do you want to apply to a college that requires or recommends the writing test? 

43% of ACT test takers chose to take the test more than once last year, 
and more than half of them improved their scores. 



Claim your ACT Account

act.org


